Published by
Getwell Church of Christ
1511 Getwell Road
Memphis, Tennessee 38111-7299

Phone: (901) 743-0464
Fax: (901) 743-2197
E-Mail: mail@getwellchurchofchrist.org
Website: www.getwellchurchofchrist.org

ELDERS MINISTERS -
Dewey Murray - Michael Wyatt, Minister
Daniel P. Phillips Ron Wallace, Assoc. Minister
Ron Wallace E Daniel P. Phillips
Publishers of
THE SPIRITUAL SWORD

Alan E. Highers, Editor

Home of
The Spiritual Sword Lectureship

Radio Program
The Truth in Love
WHBQ-AM 560/ FM 98.5
Sundays, 8:00 a.m.

SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY ACTIVITY

SUNDAY
bl Study. ... 9:30 a.m.
S 10:20 a.m.
BV R TD, e 5:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
RIS ST R 7:00 p.m.

| Volume LXIII December 11, 2022 Number 48

ON THE HOME FRONT

Beginning this article I want to apologize for being a bit
neglectful in penning the “On The Home Front” articles. The
year 2022 was a very eventful year for Getwell. First the
Spiritual Sword journal continues to be blessed by God in its
circulation and influence. Brother Highers continues to do an
outstanding job as editor. The second event was the
welcoming of Michael and Susie Wyatt. Michael brings with
him over forty years of preaching experience and Bible
knowledge aided by his wife Susie.

At this writing there are approximately twenty days left in
2022. This is a fine opportunity to look back on the past year
and access our weaknesses but look forward to 2023 and
make resolutions regarding our service to the Lord.

We were sorry to hear about the recent passing of Kevin
Beard who with his wife Jan were former members at
Getwell. Kevin had been a faithful Gospel preacher, graduate
of Memphis School of Preaching and at his passing was a
medical tech at Baptist Hospital Tipton County. Our
sympathy goes out to his wife Jan and family.

A big thank you goes out to Michael and Susie Wyatt who
opened their home to the congregation Saturday for a
holiday gathering. We certainly appreciate their hospitality.

Congrats go out to former members Jacob and Rebecca
Wallace who participated December 4 in the St Jude 10k race
as part of the St. Jude marathon.

Also congrats go out to Carter Ashby who graduated this
past Friday from Tennessee Tech with a degree as an
Electrical Engineer. His wife June is very proud of him and
his in-laws, Ron and Karen Wallace are very proud of him.

Until next week.

Ron Wallace



RON'S REMINDERS

Are You COVERED?

In recent months, several natural and unnatural calamities have struck our country and
community. Terrorists destroy buildings and lives; planes fall from the sky; evil people have
given “hate mail” a new meaning. Periodically, hurricanes “huff and puff and blow our East
Coast houses down,” and earthquakes “shake, rattle, and roll” our West Coast structures. A
little closer to home, fires often destroy neighborhood houses, storms leave us in the dark, and
auto accidents injure those we know.

Usually, upon finding out that no one was injured, we immediately ask, “Were they
covered?” We are interested in whether victims had insurance and sympathize the more with
those who did not. It multiplies the sorrow of misfortune if there is no starting over check.

Insurance companies provide a valuable service, and most of us have been wisely counseled
by informed agents. They always advise people to take out some coverage—“you never know
when you might need it.” Though we do not like to pay the premiums, most of us realize that
the potential benefits are worth the price of coverage. We often advise our children to take out
a policy, just in case.

There is a spiritual angle to the insurance business.

GOD IS IN THE INSURANCE BUSINESS.

There is a sense in which God is in the insurance business. He promised Moses that He would
cover him as He passed by (Exodus 33:22) and Moses promised the tribe of Benjamin, “The
Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders” (Deuteronomy
33:12). In a beautiful word picture, the psalmist describes God’s protection: “Surely He shall
deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the perilous pestilence. He shall cover you
with His feathers, and under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and
buckler” (Psalm 91:3-4). |

From His vantage point, God can see an impending disaster worse than any hurricane or
earthquake. It will not destroy just one house—or even one town—but the whole earth (2 Peter
3:10). It will not involve only a few hundred or thousand people, but all the people of the whole
earth (2 Corinthians 5:10). God is providing coverage for those willing to “pay the premiums.”
Jesus put it this way:

For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost,

whether he has enough to finish it —lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able

to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, “This man began to build and was

- not able to finish”? Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit
down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he



sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace. So likewise, whoever of you does not
forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple (Luke 14:28-33).

CHRISTIANS ARE INSURANCE AGENTS.

If God is in the insurance business, then we are His agents. We seek to cover our friends,
relatives, neighbors, coworkers, fellow citizens, and, actually, all our “brothers come down
from Adam.” Love motivates us. Gratitude sends us. When Noah was uncovered in his tent,
Shem and Japheth took a garment and went backwards to cover their father’s shame (Genesis
9:23). They did what love always does— cover the shame of sinners.

The Bible teaches us to do just that:

* “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins”
(Proverbs 10:12).

* “A fool’s wrath is known at once, but a prudent man covers shame”
(Proverbs 12:16).

* “He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates
friends” (Proverbs 17:9).

* “And above all things have fervent love for one another; for ‘love will cover a multitude
of sins” (1 Peter 4:8).

Love does not sweep sin under the rug. In younger days, our older brothers or buddies
from school occasionally pressed us to cover for them to keep them from the wrath of parents
or teachers. It never worked. The truth came out, and then we looked as bad as they did. Sin is
like a rubber tire—it will not stay buried (Numbers 32:23; 1 Timothy 5:24-25). So, then, what
does the Bible mean when it says that love covers all sins? We cover sins by assisting sinners in
getting rid of them. James wrote: “Let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of
his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins” (James 5:20).

ARE YOU COVERED?

It does no good to cover one’s sins so that others do not know of them. Children may hide
things from their parents, husbands and wives may hide things from each other, and workers
may hide things from their employers, but no one hides anything from God (Hebrews 4:13).
“He who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them will have
mercy” (Proverbs 28:13).

The only way to cover one’s sins is to have them erased from the mind of God (Hebrews
8:12). For sinners this is done through faith in His Son (John 3:16), repentance (turning from
sinful behavior) (Luke 13:3), confession of faith (Romans 10:9-10), and immersion in water to
have sins blotted out (Acts 2:38). For erring Christians, sins are covered by repentance,
confession, and prayer (Acts 8:22).

"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” Psalms 32:1
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