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Sunday B.S.: Probing Providence
Sunday A.M. Worship: Problem of Suffering
and Pain
Sunday P.M. Worship: Trusting in the Lord
Monday: What a friend we have in Jesus
Tuesday: Perfecting holiness in the fear of the
Lord
Wednesday: Caring for the church.



From The Desk f
Bradley Smith

Will All Good, Moral People Go to Heaven?

This is a question which many have considered for several years. Will all good, moral
people go to Heaven? While it is nice to think that anyone who is generally good will be
saved, what does the Bible say? Is it possible to be a good, moral man, yet be lost? We
will notice two specific examples, noted in back to back chapters in the book of Acts.

In Acts 7 and 8, we are introduced to Saul of Tarsus, a Jew who “made havock of the
church” (Acts 8:3). The main narrative of Saul’s (who is also called Paul (Acts 13:9) life
begins in Acts 9. As was already observed, Paul was making havoc of the church. One
may look at him and say, “How is that a good, moral person at all?” To this, it can be
observed that Paul was doing what he thought was right. He was a very sincere and
devout man in whatever he did. His conscience was clear, meaning that he was doing
what he felt was correct (Acts 23:1, 2 Tim. 1:3). In the Old Law under which he thought
he lived, it was commanded of them to slay false witnesses and false prophets who
would turn their hearts away from God (cf. Deu 13:9). Obviously, Christians did not
worship and live in the same way that the Jews did, so the Jews thought that they should
be put to death, not understanding the purpose of the Christ’s coming to Earth. He was a
sincere man, but he was lost. On the road to Damascus, he was met by the Lord and told
to go into the city, and there he would learn what he must do (Acts 9:6). We learn from
continuing to read that he was told to cbey the Gospel, having his sins washed away by
the blood of Christ (Acts 22:16). Yes, he was a good, moral person, but without this, he
was lost.

In Acts 10, we are introduced to Cornelius. He was a devout man, he feared God,
gave much alms to the people, and prayed often (Acts 10:2). He meets the criteria of a
good, moral man; yet he was lacking something. He was told in a vision to send to Joppa
for a man named Peter who would tell him “what thou oughtest to do” (Acts 10:5-6).
Peter then expounded to him the Gospel, and told him of the essentiality of baptism, to
which he and others agreed (Acts 10:34-48). Yes, Cornelius was a good, moral man, but
he still needed to have his sins washed away by the blood of Christ.

Yes, one must be a good, moral individual to go to Heaven, but it is not all that
is required of us. I hope that this study has been beneficial for all.
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