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The world is well aware of the fact that all men
worship something in this life. What men
worship is decided by that which they observe to
benefit them the most. Some worship the Nile river,
cows, their work, their family, and some make an idol
out of money. These things are revered first in life.
Money, energy, and effort, are given to the honor of
these things. Their trust is supremely in these things,
though their near-sightedness betrays their eternal
welfare. Many see only the things of the present and
never look to the future. This was the mistake of the
foolish builder, referred to Jesus in the sermon on the
mount, who built his house on the sand or thin earth.
When the final test came, as it must come to all, the
“rain descended, and the floods came, and the wind
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great
was the fall of it”

(Mt. 7:24-27).

The Worship Commanded

When Jesus was tempted by the devil the third
time, in that “exceeding high mountain,” he was
shown and offered “all the kingdoms of the world, and
the glory of them.” Jesus again said unto the deuvil,
“Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shait
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
serve (Mt. 4:8-10). When lesus taught the woman at
the well, he regulated the proper worship and
devotion which we are to offer for eternal blessings.
He said, “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and
in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
God is a spirit; and they that worship him must
warship him in spirit and in truth” (Jn. 4:23-24). We
must notice from these scriptures that God the Father
is to be first and above all things of the world in our
thinking and affection (cf. Mt. 6:33). For a man’s
worship to the Father to be acceptable, he must be
sure that worship is directed to God, in the proper
attitude of mind, and in harmony with Truth. Worship
offered after the thinking and in the ways of men, and
offered in another fashion than is prescribed by the
Lord, is vain (is. 55:8-9, Mt. 15:9). This one will be
destroyed instead of being acceptable in the last great
day, the Day of Judgment (Col. 2:20-23}. Since worship
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is the focal point of service in the Christian’s life, we
certainly want to make it acceptable to God (Heb.
11:6). He instructs us through His word (Il Tim. 3:16-
17), and we must accept the teaching to be approved
workmen (Il Tim. 2:15}. We are forbidden to change
the arrangements of God, either by adding to or
subtracting from (Rev. 22:18-19}. We are not to
practice in worship what we have devised in our own
heart {I Cor. 4:6).

Worship—A Christian Privilege

One who will not honor the Lord in obeying the
Gospel to become a Christian cannot expect that he
has the privilege of worship {Lk. 6:46)}. It is the height
of presumption to think that one has the right to
acceptably come before God in worship, calling Him
Father, who is not a part of His spiritual family, the
church {Gal. 3:26-27}. Prayer, giving, singing and
gathering around the Lord’s ...lé in remembrance of
Him who died for us are privileges of Christians, not
alien sinners. The Old and New Testaments deny that
any but the people of God are able to worship God
acceptably (Prov. 28:9; 1 In. 3:19-22). How strange that
some think just anyone, whether or not one has
obeyed the Gospel, can still have these privileges! How
can an alien sinner consistently sing, “0, how | love
lesus,” or, “Where He Leads, | Will Follow,” when they
show by their lives and lack of obedience that these
words to them are sung in hypocrisy?.

Our Prayer for You

Why not come into the family of God, the church
of Christ, that these blessings may be yours? It is not
that we arbitrarily consider exclusiveness in these
matters, but we do believe the Bible. These spiritual
blessings belong to the sons of God, who have the
spirit of sonship (Gal. 4:6; Rom. 8:15). Remember the
words of Paul, “Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord lesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in Christ” {Eph. 1:3). Our
prayer for you is that you will enter Christ today in the
appointed way {(Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27).








