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ON THE HOME FRONT 
 

Gary Colley 
 
 
In the past week the Getwell congregation has suffered 

another great loss in the passing of W. T. Hardwick.  This great 
friend and brother passed from this life on Friday, March 23, 2018.  
He was buried on his birthday, which would have been the 
beginning of his 94th year.  As I stated at the memorial service of 
this friend and brother, I have never known a stronger man, both 
physically and spiritually than brother Hardwick.  He served in 
the armed forces of our nation in the war with Germany, and 
being taken as a prisoner of war suffered extensively during that 
time.   

 
But more importantly for eternity, he served in the Lord’s 

army as a faithful servant and as an elder for 49 years!  Few elders 
have been able to accomplish this status.  He sometimes spoke of 
“retiring from the eldership,” but with a small amount of 
encouragement he remained in the work.  He loved the Lord’s 
church, his family, his brethren in Christ, and his neighbors at 
Kirby Pines. 

 
Alan E. Highers also spoke at the memorial service about his 

association over the years with brother Hardwick.  He shall be 
missed by all.  We offer once again our deep sympathy and love 
to Brenda and Tracy and to all of their family during this time of 
sorrow.  But we rejoice in the belief that Paradise is a brighter 
place because of brother Hardwick’s arrival.  (Please read I Peter 
1:4-5). 



 More than nineteen centuries ago our Lord 
promised to build His church.  He built His church 
upon His teaching, and purchased His church with 
His blood (Matt.16:13-19; 26:28; 28:18-20; I Cor.3:11; 
Acts 20:28-29).  Since that time there has been the 
falling away (II Thess.2; I Tim.4:1-3), then the dark 
ages (when the Bible was chained to the pulpits of 
the Catholic church), then the reformation 
movement, and three hundred years later the 
restoration movement.  It is sad to see much of the 
religion of our day based on ignorance and 
superstition.  Superstition comes from man’s 
imagination, but reverence comes from revelation, 
upon which faith is built (Rom.10:17).  
 

Calvinism 
 John Calvin was a very influential, brilliant, 
and prominent participant in the reformation 
movement and Protestant history.  By the age of 26 
he produced his 1300 page book called “The 
Institutes of the Christian Religion,” which 
Protestants accept as a masterpiece of Reformation 
literature, although it is filled with error and 
completely adverse to the Bible.  He evidently 
desired to present a devastating refutation to 
Catholicism’s teaching of earning and deserving 
Heaven by good works without any significance 
concerning the atonement of Jesus Christ.  He was 
right in what he was opposing, but his desires led 
him, and continues to lead many others, into error. 
 The five planks of Calvinism are Total 
Hereditary Depravity, Unconditional Election, 
Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, and 
Perseverance Of The Saints.  All of these theories are 
connected, and against the Truth.   Under the fourth 
plank of “Irresistible Grace” is the false teaching of 
the direct operation of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
men today.  This teaches that God must send His 
Spirit directly into the hearts of men for them to be 

saved, even those who have already been “elected.”  
This is “irresistible” and therefore is not grace but 
force!  According to this teaching individuals can 
neither invite, nor reject God’s grace!   
 

The Bible 
 But, according to the Bible all have free moral 
agency to make their own choices (II Tim.3:16-17; 
Jn.20:30-31). The Bible teaches clearly that all who 
are saved are saved by the grace of God (Tit.2:11-12; 
Eph.2:8-10; I Cor.15:10).  The Bible further clearly 
teaches that no one is forced into the Lord’s church, 
but every individual is invited or called to salvation 
through the Gospel (Matt.11:28-30; II Thess.2:14; 
Rom.1:16-17).  But it is also without confusion or 
controversy in the Bible, that all have a free will to 
choose whether they will obey the Lord or reject His 
Will (Gen.2:16-17; Matt.7:13-14). 
 

The Mission of the Holy Spirit 
 The Holy Spirit’s mission was to convict the 
world of sin, righteousness, and  judgment (Jn.16:8).  
He did this in the first century by the instrumentality 
of preaching the Word of God (Acts 2:14, 37-41).  
And so it is true today!  The Holy Spirit operates on 
the alien and the Christian in conviction, conversion, 
and sanctification BY THE SAME MEANS, through 
the Word of God, and not through directly operating 
on any man’s heart as Calvin falsely theorized  
(Jn.16:13; II Pet.1:3).  One can resist the Holy Spirit 
and salvation today by closing his or her ears! (Acts 
7:51-52, 57; 13:46; Matt.13:15).  Seven times in 
Revelation 2-3, Christians are told, “He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches.”  
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 Where in the Bible Will I Find . . . 
There Will Be a Direct Operation 

of Holy Spirit on the Hearts of Men Today? 
 

Gary Colley 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
II Sam. 8-10 
 

2 
II Sam. 11-13 

3 
II Sam. 8-10 
 

*June Barringer 

4 
II Sam. 17-19 

5 
II Sam. 20-22 

6 
II Sam. 23-I Kgs. 1 

7 
I Kings 2-4 
 

*Jason Smith 
 

Comm. Prep. 
  Donna Hankins 

8 
I Kings 2-4 

9 
I Kings 8-10 

10 
I Kings 11-13 

11 
I Kings 14-16 

12 
I Kings 17-19 

13 
Kings 20-22 
 

*Billy Collins 

14 
II Kings 1-3 
 

Comm. Prep. 
  Donna Hankins 

15 
II Kings 4-6 

16 
II Kings 7-9 

17 
II Kings 10-12 

18 
II Kings 13-15 

19 
II Kings 16-18 

20 
II Kings 19-21 
 

*Dewey Murray 
 

*Melvin 
Hammond 

21 
II Kings 22-25 
 

*Volene Godwin 
 

Comm. Prep. 
  Raymond 
    McCoy 

22 
I Chron. 1-3 

23 
I Chron. 4-6 

24 
I Chron. 7-9 
 

*Vera Mathews 
 

*Jesse Matthews 

25 
I Chron. 10-12 

26 
I Chron. 13-15 

27 
I Chron. 16-18 
 

*Chase Allen 

28 
I Chron. 19-21 
 

*Wanda  
    Barringer 
 

Comm. Prep. 
  Raymond 
    McCoy 

29 
I Chron. 22-25 

30 
I Chron. 26-29 

     *BIRTHDAY 
**ANNIVERSARY 
 

Please advise us 
of your birthday 
or anniversary if 
they are not on 
our calendar. 

April 2018 

APRIL COMMUNION SERVICE 
   Tracy Smitherman Ron Wallace 
   Woodrow Porter J. R. Mayberry 
   Melvin Hammond Jacob Wallace 
   Thaxter Hodum Dylon Mayberry 

Alternate:  Larry Pike 




