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A warm “WELCOME” is always extended to our visitors at
Getwell in the classes and worship services. We do not dictate
what we do in our worship, but we depend on the Word of God
to direct us in how to worship acceptably. Therefore, you will
notice that we sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16-17), we give of our means
each first day of the week (I Cor. 16:1-2), we meet around the
Lord’s table to partake of the emblems of His body and blood
(Acts 20:7), we pray (I Thess. 5:17), and we preach the Word in
simplicity (II Tim. 4:1-4) . These acts the Lord taught His apostles
so that they could teach us (Matt. 28:20; Acts 2:42).
Are you aware that the church of Christ does not subscribe to
any humanly made catechism, church discipline, creed, or
manual, but only uses the Bible as our complete authority? Did
you know that the church of Christ is made up of pertinent
believers who have been baptized in the name of the Father, Son,
and the Holy Spirit for the remission of their sins, and thus have
been added by the Lord to His church? (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 2:3841). These were called Christians and only Christians, without
any added thought or name (Acts 2:47; 11:26; Rom. 16:16). The
Bible and the Bible alone is our guide in the church of Christ since
it was given from the very breath of God ( II Tim. 3:16-17). All are
invited to become members of the church built by Christ and
purchased with His blood (Matt. 16:18; Acts 20:28).

Where in the Bible Will I Find . . .
That Feelings Are a Safe Guide?
Gary Colley
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Below is an article by Justin Rogers concerning the Septuagint. Many times, perhaps we have
heard Bible teachers and preachers refer to the Septuagint. Justin gives a short overview of that
translation. I hope this will improve your understanding of the Septuagint.
—Ron Wallace

What Is the Septuagint?
Justin Rogers
THE OLD TESTAMENT IN GREEK IS
OFTEN REFERRED TO AS THE SEPTUAGINT.
The name comes from the Latin word for 70 and
is based on the legend that 70 Jewish translators
were responsible for the work. This was the
version of the Bible that most early Christians
read. In fact, approximately two-thirds of the
quotations of the Old Testament in the New
Testament derive from a previously existing
Greek translation. While our modern Old
Testaments are translations directly from
Hebrew and Aramaic, in many cases they do
not match the Old Testament quotations found
in the New Testament.
The origins of the Septuagint (commonly
cited by the Roman numerals LXX) are a bit
mysterious. Our earliest evidence is the Letter of
Aristeas, which is to be dated no earlier than 250
B.C. This document details the request made by
the Egyptian King Ptolemy II (283-246 B.C.) for
a Greek translation of the Hebrew Pentateuch.
As a result, 72 elders were sent from Jerusalem
with the finest Torah manuscripts available for
the task of translation. The Letter of Aristeas is
filled with exaggerations, and some question
the reliability of the entire document. Even if
we accept the document as reflecting historical
truth, it concerns only the translation of the
Pentateuch and no other part of the Bible.
The remaining 34 books of the Old Testament
were translated by unknown authors at
unknown times in unknown places. No preChristian testimony survives that details—even
in legendary form—the first translations of any

biblical book outside the Mosaic Law. Some
more popular books, such as Psalms, probably
followed closely after the Pentateuch. But other
books, such as Chronicles or Daniel, may not
have been translated until the first century B.C.
or later. Scholars often distinguish the nonPentateuchal books by the designation “Old
Greek” (frequently abbreviated OG). However,
in Christian lore, at least as early as Justin
Martyr in A.D. mid-second century, the term
“Septuagint” was being incorrectly applied to
the entire Old Testament in Greek. For this
reason, it remains customary to call the Greek
Old Testament as a whole “the Septuagint.”
The Septuagint retains value for modern
Christian readers in at least two ways: (1) It
occasionally preserves an earlier reading not
found in the standard Hebrew text.
For
example, the Septuagint of Psalm 145:13
features an entire verse accidentally omitted
from the Hebrew (“the LORD is faithful in his
words, and holy in all his works”). (2) It is the
Bible of the earliest Christians. If we wish to
remain in contact with the earliest Christian
readers, we should use a Bible similar to theirs.
The Septuagint is the closest we can get.
Justin Rogers teaches graduate and undergraduate
Bible classes at Freed-Hardeman University. He
may be contacted by email at Jrogers@fhu.edu.
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