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ON THE HOME FRONT 
 

Gary Colley 
 
 
Many of the members of Getwell will avail themselves of the 

opportunity to attend the Memphis School of Preaching 
Lectureship March 27-31, 2016.  It will be a great week of study of 
the Bible at the Forest Hill-Irene Road building.  They are 
anticipating large numbers for this 50th Annual Memphis School 
of Preaching Lectureship.  We offer a word of praise to our sister 
congregation for all of their hard work in presenting this 
lectureship! 

There have already been many hours of work at Getwell 
preparing for the 41st Spiritual Sword Lectureship to be 
conducted October 16-19, 2016!  We certainly hope that all who 
receive this bulletin will make their plans to attend, and we also 
ask your help in spreading the news about this great opportunity 
to hear some of the best speakers in our brotherhood.  The theme 
chosen this year will be “ETERNAL SECURITY.”  We believe it 
will be one of the greatest studies and that the book will be a large 
contribution to our brotherhood on the great hope of our creation 
and redemption.  It is not too early to put the time on your 
calendar and to work toward the end of attending every session.  
We believe that everyone who attends will be greatly blessed by 
the speakers and subjects to be discussed.   

Please do not forget these important dates!  We will look 
forward to seeing each of you on the important occasion! 



The Evils of Alcohol? 
There are a multitude of Scriptures which we 

gladly supply today, which clearly warn about and 
condemn the use of intoxicating drink in any amount!  
We will submit them here for our readers’ 
consideration, to read and study for themselves:  
“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and 
whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise” (Prov. 
20:1).  “He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he 
that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich” (Prov. 21:17).  
“For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to 
poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with 
rags” (Prov. 23:21).  Who hath woe? Who hath sorrow? 
Who hath contentions? Who hath babbling? Who hath 
wounds without cause? Who hath redness of eyes?  
They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seek 
mixed wine.  Look not thou upon the wine when it is 
red, when it giveth his color in the cup, when it 
moveth itself aright.  At the last it biteth like a serpent, 
and stingeth like an adder.  Thine eyes shall behold 
strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse 
things.  Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the 
midst of the sea, or as that lieth upon the top of a mast.  
They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not 
sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not; when shall I 
awake?  I will seek it yet again” (Prov. 23:29-35).  “Woe 
unto him that giveth his neighbor drink , that puttest 
thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that 
thou mayest look on their nakedness” (Hab. 2:15).  
“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God?  Be not deceived: neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, NOR DRUNKARDS, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God” (I Cor. 
6:9-11).  “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, 
which are these, Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, 
murders, DRUNKENNESS, revelings, and such like: of 
the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in 
time past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-20).  “For the 
time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the 
will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, 
lust, excess of wine, revelings, BANOUETINGS 
[toasting of drinks, definitely condemning ‘social 
drinking’] and abominable idolatries” (I Peter 4:3). 

In addition to the references in the Bible showing 
the evils of alcohol, there are common sense answers to 
the great evils of alcohol.  Please think with us:  What 
is it that kills more each year than the total number that 
were killed in the Vietnam war?  What is it that causes 
more homicides, suicides, fatal air crashes and and 
fatal car wrecks each year than any other cause?  What 
is it that causes more broken hearts because of broken 
homes each year than any other cause?  What is it that 
brings more lost time at work, more abuse of spouses 
and children, and more damage to the property of 
others each year than any other cause?  What is it that 
affects the liver, weakens the muscles and bones, and 
gives an increased risk of cancer to the stomach, 
mouth, throat, and pancreas?  What is it that causes 
heart disease, destroys brain tissue, and causes 
personality disorders to thousands each year?  What is 
it that causes 8,000 plus teen deaths per year and 
another 40,000 to be maimed and disfigured people? 
THE ANSWER TO ALL OF THESE QUESTIONS IS 
ALCOHOL!!  We have given a multiplicity of 
Scriptures condemning the drinking of intoxicating 
beverages, but some refuse any and all of these as not 
applying to themselves.  We have shown the verses 
that warn and condemn drunkenness, whether by 
“social drinking” or by fall down, sot drunkenness. 
But for those who want MONEY, more, evidently, than 
they care for the welfare and health of  our youth and 
community, that would make no difference!  Would 
those who push for the sale and use of alcoholic drinks 
be willing to sign the following statements?  1. I do not 
believe drinking damages my reputation and 
influence.  2. I believe I can teach one about Christ and 
His church with a drink in my hand.  3. My fervor, 
interest, and involvement in the spiritual work of the 
church is as strong or stronger now as it was before I 
started drinking.  4. I am now more generous in my 
giving to the church and other worthy causes since I 
began to drink.  5. I would be perfectly comfortable to 
meet Jesus, when He comes the second time to judge 
the world, with a drink in my hand.  6. Drinking has 
been good for my marriage; we have a more spiritual 
relationship now since drinking became a part of our 
lives.  7.  I believe that my influence on my children is 
enhanced, and I have no objection to them following 
my example in this matter.  Drinking will hurt us 
EXTERNALLY, INTERNALLY, AND ETERNALLY!  
“Think on these things” (Phil. 4:8).  

     

Where in the Bible Will I Find . . . 
     

Gary Colley  



As this article is penned, we are looking forward to 
the Freed-Hardeman University Chorale being our guests 
on Sunday, March 6, following our evening worship.  
They are under the very capable direction of Gary 
McKnight.  This performance, I am confident, will be 
uplifting and enjoyable.  Also, the following Lord’s day, 
March 13, we will be having our Newcomers’ Luncheon 
to recognize those who have put on Christ in baptism and 
to welcome those who have chosen to make Getwell their 
home.  Getwell has always been blessed with talented 
brothers and sisters in Christ who love the Lord and have 
a desire to labor in the kingdom. 

This past Lord’s day, February 28, the Southaven 
congregation hosted a “Ladies Tea.”  Of course, it was an 
all ladies occasion with participants of all ages having a 
part in the program.  I take note of one young lady who 
had a part:  This young person is Kaleigh Barringer, 
whom you all know has ties to Getwell.  It is not 
surprising that she did an outstanding job.  Kaleigh takes 
seriously the admonition found in Ecclesiastes 12:1 about 
remembering her creator in the days of her youth.  
Kaleigh is a wonderful young lady who loves the Lord.  If 
you want to know more about her talk, I am sure her 
grandparents and great-grandmother would be more 
than happy to fill you in. 

Our elders are constantly looking for resources to 
help the congregation grow spiritually and to provide the 
resources to reach out to the community.  Among these 
are the tracts found in the tract racks throughout the 
building.  They all hold quality tracts free for the taking. 

Let us take a moment and peruse some of the 
tracts offered.  We presently have four tracts authored 
by our own Gary Colley: (1) “The Standard Of 
Morality”; (2) “Only In Thee—Can One Be Saved Outside 
The Church?”; (3) “The Masonic Religion”; (4) “New 
Translations—What Is Wrong With Them.” 

We also have four categories of tracts from House to 
House Publication:  (1) “The Truth About . . .” (a series 
geared toward young people); (2) “What God Says 
About . . .” (again, geared toward young people); (3) 
Evangelistic and personal growth tracts; (4) Fact cards 
and/or book marks.  Lastly, we have fact cards and tracts 
from Apologetics Press.  We hope you will make use of 
these tracts for reaching others and for your own personal 
spiritual growth. 

Since we are in the midst of a commodities drive for 
Tennessee Children’s Home—West, I thought some facts 
about the Home would prove beneficial.   

Tennessee Children’s Home History 
 

“In 1909, Tennessee Orphan Home began in 
Columbia, Tennessee to meet the needs of three Scotten 
children who were tragically orphaned.  In 1935, the 
Home purchased the campus of the Branham & Hughes 
Military Academy and moved to Spring Hill, Tennessee.  

“Since 1909, over ten thousand children have been 
cared for at the Home.  As with many of the old 
orphanages, the Home was designed as an institutional 
facility with central dining, central laundry, dormitory 
living and a small farming operation.  The approach was 
to provide the basic physical needs of children and to 
offer Christian instruction.  

“The 1980’s were a period of stable growth.  We 
made many improvements in both programs and services 
offered.  The number of children grew throughout the 
decade.  In late 1982, the name of the home was changed 
to Tennessee Children’s Home.  This institutional 
approach was replaced with family oriented group homes 
for the children.  Dormitories were remodeled into single-
family homes with a maximum of eight children in each 
home.  Central dining was replaced with family meals in 
the group homes.  The family groups now individually 
carry on most activities such as home devotionals, church  
attendance, housekeeping, laundry, cooking and cleanup.  

“In 1988, the Home increased the number of 
children served by merging with West Tennessee 
Children’s Home.  Continued growth occurred again in 
2000 and in 2001 through mergers with Happy Hills 
Youth Ranch near Ashland City and East Tennessee 
Christian Services in Knoxville.  These agencies are now 
named Tennessee Children’s Home—West, Tennessee 
Children’s Home—North Central, and Tennessee 
Children’s Home—East.”  

 

Tennessee Children’s Home—West 
 

“West Tennessee Children’s Home began in 1966 as 
a dream of concerned individuals and congregations in 
West Tennessee.  The first home, Dickerson cottage, was 
opened in February 1958 on Bell Street in Jackson.  In 
1991, ground was broken for the new campus in Chester 
County.  There are currently four homes on the Chester 
County Campus.  The Chester County Campus also 
includes a gymnasium and administration building.  

“In 1988, visionary leaders at both Tennessee 
Children’s Home and West Tennessee Children’s Home 
agreed to merge these two fine Christian agencies under 
one umbrella.  Formerly the West Tennessee Children’s 
Home is now known as the Tennessee Children’s 
Home—West.” 

 

—Ron Wallace 




