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ON THE HOME FRONT 
 

Gary Colley 
 
It saddens us to report that the memorial services for brother J. R. 

Boatwright will be conducted on Thursday, February 4, 2016, at Forest 
Hill Funeral Home on Whitten Road.  Visitation will be 9:00-10:00 a.m., 
and the service will follow at 10:00 a.m.  Burial will be in New Albany, 
Mississippi.  We certainly will miss our friend and brother in Christ, 
J. A. Boatwright.   

He was patiently taught the Truth of the Gospel and, after a period 
of time, was baptized into Christ by brother Ray Maples, January 3, 
2012, at the building of the Olive Branch church of Christ.  Like the 
apostle Paul, he learned the Truth late in life and spent the rest of his 
time trying to do all he could to teach others.  When he came up out of 
the water of baptism, he requested that he be allowed to lead a prayer.  
This he did while still in the water, acknowledging his profound 
gratitude to the Heavenly Father for sparing him long enough that he 
might obey the Gospel.  He and brother Maples were longtime friends, 
especially while brother Boatwright was the Chief of the fire 
department and brother Maples was the 1978 president of the Police 
Department in Memphis.  They were key people for several years in 
many political campaigns of Memphis.  To know both of these brothers 
is a real blessing, especially to one who desires to faithfully live the 
Christian life and see Christianity in action.  They have both been real 
leaders in every phase of their lives!  This writer has never known two 
more generous men, both spiritually and financially.  During one of my 
many visits with brother Boatwright, he took me into his den and 
showed me the 27 metals he received during the time he was a Marine 
in World War II.  He was the youngest First Sergeant in the Marines at 
that time.  He was among the first to land on Iwo Jima, where a key 
battle was staged.   

But his greatest achievement ever was to become a New Testament 
Christian (Acts 2:37-42, 47).  He faithfully attended the Getwell church 
of Christ as long as his health allowed.  He continued to get recordings 
of all the sermons each Lord’s Day and was a regular listener to Gospel 
Broadcast Network.  To his many friends and to his loving family, who 
stood by him to the close of life, we offer our sincere sympathy, love, 
and interest.  



God’s Ways Are Not Our Ways 
Several Bible references express this 

thought, but one of the actual verses that teach 

that our ways and God’s ways are not equal 

with each other is Isaiah 55:8-9:  “For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 

ways my ways, saith the Lord.  For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 

than your thoughts.”  This is true as we 

consider the church of Christ and the 

differences found in men’s churches.  Men make 

their own names, acts of worship, plans of 

salvation, etc., but none of them are equal to 

God’s (Matt. 15:9).  Men claim that one does not 

have to be a member and can be saved outside 

their churches, but God’s Word says one must 

be in Christ or a member of His church to be 

saved (Acts 4:12; Eph. 5:23; Jn. 3:5; Acts 2:38-41; 

Rev. 14:13).  Also, there is a great difference in 

the kind of music that the Lord specified—

SINGING (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)—and the 

swinging and swaying and waving to the “hip, 

jazzy music” of men’s churches.  Paul said, “I 

will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the  

understanding also” (I Cor. 14:15), and, “Let all 

things be done decently and in order (I Cor. 

14:40).  Instrumental music may appeal to the 

“feelings” and the foot, but not to the heart, in 

teaching, admonishing, and encouraging the  

worshipper.  In this, God’s way is different!  A 

few years ago the comic strip Dennis the 

Menace showed Dennis coming out of a large 

cathedral holding his mother’s hand and 

saying, “Mommy, I like that spooky music!”  

God’s ways and man’s ways are different!  

There is a hugh difference noticed in the plan of 

salvation taught by God in the New Testament 

and the many plans of salvation taught by men 

in their churches and creeds.  The main 

difference is that God’s saves and man’s does 

not!  God’s plan is for men to hear His Word, 

believe it with all their heart, repent genuinely 

of their sins, confess their faith in Christ 

publicly, and be buried with their Lord in 

baptism that sins may be blotted out (Rom. 

10:17; Lk. 13:3, 5; Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 3:19).  Men 

say that infant baptism saves; faith only saves; 

grace only saves; just say the “sinners prayer” 

saves; sign a card saves; and then you may 

choose the church of YOUR CHOICE; ad 

nauseam!  Just a small examination of the facts 

certainly shows that what God said of His will 

and man’s will is true!  “Choose ye this day 

whom ye will serve . . .” (Josh. 24:15).  

Remember, Christ is the only Way to the Father 

eternally (Matt. 7:13-14; Jn. 14:6).  

     

Where in the Bible Will I Find . . . 
     

Gary Colley  



We are extremely proud of Dylan Mayberry, 
who recently presented a lesson on Josseph to 
the 1st through 3rd grade class.  The kids found 
it most interesting and educational. 

Mark February 14 on your calendar.  Apart 
from being Valentine’s Day, it is the day of our 
Sweetheart Luncheon to honor our widows and 
widowers.  We have some very special entertainment 
planned.  Plan now to attend.  It is pot luck. 

The lectureship season started this past 
weekend, January 29-31, with the “Standing in 
the Gap” lectureship at the Nesbit Church of 
Christ.  The lectureship had some excellent 
topics with knowledgeable speakers including 
our own Gary and Maggie Colley.  The theme 
was “The Sermon on the Mount.” 

The Freed-Hardeman Bible Lectureship 
commences on February 7.  This year’s theme is 
“In My Place:  The Servant Savior in Mark.”  
This will be Doug Burleson’s first Freed-
Hardeman Lectureship as the director.  There 
are six new additions to this year’s lectureship: 
1. Especially for Students:  This series begins 

each evening at 10:00 and focuses on 
discipleship taught by some of the students’ 
favorite speakers. 

2. Teen Lectureship:  These lectures are for 
grades 6-12, giving them the opportunity to 
engage in Bible study geared to their age 
groups. 

3. Audio Recording of Lesson by Guy N. 
Woods:  The Hebrews 11:4 lecture (“Though 
He Is Dead, he still speaks.”) will be 
broadcast Monday night following the 
evening lecture.  Brother Woods had a close 
relationship with Freed-Hardeman 
University for many years.  He also had a 
close relationship with Getwell, where he 
visited often and spoke the last Sunday of 
the year for many years. 

4. Hispanic Ministry:  These Monday lectures 
will be presented in Spanish by native 
speakers and long-time missionaries. 

5. Afternoon Prayer Sessions:  Prayers sessions 
at a designated time and place for praying 
specifically for the church. 

6. Kids’ Lectureship:  This lectureship is 
designed for kids up to fifth grade.  It will 
include Bible lessons, story time, crafts, 
individual group play, toys, books, games, 
and puzzles. 

Besides the  variety of the daily lectures, each 
night will feature a keynote speaker.  The 
evening theme for the week is “The Essential 
Gospel.” 
• Sunday, February 7: 
 His Call—Alan E. Highers 
• Monday, February 8: 
 His Command—Justin Rogers  
• Tuesday, February 9: 
 His Cross—Dan Winkler 
• Wednesday, February 10: 
 His Children—Eric L. Owens 
• Thursday, February 11: 
 His Coming—Dale Jenkins 

Tuesday and Wednesday have sessions for 
youth leaders and workers.  As you can see, the 
2016 Freed-Hardeman lectureship is well worth 
attending. 

Coming up March 27-31 is the Memphis 
School of Preaching Lectureship.  The theme is 
“Preach the Word.”  Keith Mosher is the director 
under the oversight of the Forest Hill elders.  
The lectureship begins on Sunday morning at 
9:30 and David Sain giving the first lecture 
entitled “The Word of God:  A Fire in the 
Heart.”  Each day lectures will begin with 
chapel at 8:30 and continue until 8:00 in the 
evening.  The lectureship has classes for all ages.     
Plan now to attend. 

—Ron Wallace 




