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ON THE HOME FRONT 
 

Gary Colley 
 
 
It is always a source of joy when we witness men and women 

obey the Gospel of Christ!  But it also causes us sorrow when 
these obedient souls do not arise from the watery grave of 
baptism to live the new life by faithful attendance to the services 
of the church, or give other evidence that they have changed their 
lives.  Living for Christ and being baptized are so connected that 
it is not correct to have one without the other.  Let us list a simple 
explanation of how obedience should work in our lives. 

 
1. Hearing the Gospel should destroy man’s interest in sin (Rom. 

10:17). 
2. Believing the Gospel destroys the pleasure of sin (Jn. 8:24). 
3. Repentance destroys the practice of sin, rendering one dead to 

the practice of sin (II Pet. 3:9). 
4. Confession destroys allegiance to sin.  It is a vow that we are 

no longer of the world (Rom. 10:9). 
5. Baptism destroys the guilt of sin (Col. 2:12; Rom. 6:17-18). 
 

Paul wrote to the Colossians:  “Ye have put off the old man 
with his deeds and have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him (Col. 3:9-10).  
Hence we should see the magnificent power of God’s Word in our 
lives. 



The Proper Response to God’s Word? 

It is a fact that too little Bible study is being 

done in our present time.  For this reason both 

young and old are drifting in the world without 

chart or compass morally and spiritually.  Do 

you read and study your Bible regularly?  You 

can fall from grace (Gal. 5:4), and, without daily 

study, one is likely to do so!  The Hebrew writer  

gave exhortation to those in the first century 

who were about to apostatize:  “Therefore we 

ought to give the more earnest heed to the 

things which we have heard, lest at any time we 

should let them slip” (Heb. 2:1).  Since we are to 

be judged by the Word of Christ in the hour of 

eternal Judgement (Jn. 12:48), we need to know 

that our attitude toward the Word may 

determine whether we shall receive “the 

goodness” or “the severity” of God (Rom. 

11:22).  What are some of the ways we may 

respond to the Word of God?  Take your pen 

and mark your attitude toward the inspired 

Word of God.  DO YOU APPROACH THE 

BIBLE WITH: 

1. Anger? (II Kgs. 5:10-11; Acts 7:51-59). 

2. Shame toward it? (Mk. 8:38). 

3. Apology for it? (Too many apologize for 

the Truth when it is faithfully proclaimed). 

4. Attack toward the authority and Author of 

the Bible? (II Tim. 3:15-17; II Pet. 1:3; Acts 

17:32-33; Col. 3:17).  

5. Astonishment? (Matt. 7:28-29 ). 

6. Abuse by adding to it, taking away from it, 

or altering and amending it to suit 

yourself? (I Pet. 3:16; II Cor. 2:17; 4:2; Gal. 

1:8-9; Rev. 22:18-19).  

7. Love? (II Thess. 2:10).  

8. Appreciation? (II Tim. 3:15-17). 

9. Delight and adoration? (Psa. 1:1-3). 

10. Deep affection? (Psa. 119:97). 

11. Awe? (Neh. 8:5). 

12. Acceptance? (Jas. 1:21-22). 

13. Subjection? (Jas. 1:25). 

14. Submission? (Rom. 12:1-2). 

15. Obedience? (Heb. 5:8-9; II Thess. 1:7-9). 

Will we allow our sins to enslave and 

condemn us?  Or, will we study to have the 

proper response to God’s Word? (II Tim. 2:15).  

     

Where in the Bible Will I Find . . . 
     

Gary Colley  



Well, here it is—my first article in 2016.  
The first item of business I want to take care of is 
to thank the elders for allowing me the privilege 
to be on staff here at Getwell and help in any 
small way possible. 

Wasn’t the first Lord’s day of 2016 
wonderful? We heard two excellent and 
uplifting lessons from God’s Word presented by 
brother Colley.  I hope after hearing these 
lessons we are more determined in our heart to 
serve the Lord in 2016.  We rejoice that three 
souls were restored to Christ Sunday morning:  
Carl and Christine Allen and Melvin Hammond.  
Let us all pray for and encourage these brothers 
and sister in Christ. 

Before I get too far along in my article let 
me thank Brenda Smitherman, who deciphers 
my handwriting and polishes up my article on a 
weekly basis. 

The main point of my article this week is to 
recommend four books that you might want to 
add to your personal library.  Two are 
biographies, one is inspirational, and one 
addresses current moral issues.  Let me say here, 
the two biographies are about two of my 
personal heroes, Tom Holland and Robert R. 
Taylor, Jr. 

The first book I would recommend is The 
Life of Tom Holland:  The Sadness And The 
Gladness, The Trials And The Triumphs—or—The 
Audacity Of An Autobiography, written by Thomas 
H. Holland, Ph.D.  I have been acquainted with 
brother Holland since my Freed-Hardeman 
days.  He was my favorite professor.  I had him 
for “Life of Christ” and “Acts of the Apostles.”  
One of these classes was the first class of the day 
at 7:30, and, as might be expected, most of us 
came in half asleep.  Well, one morning brother 
Holland, in order to get our attention, stood on 
his desk with a trash can on his head and began 
his lecture.  Needless to say, we all perked up 

and woke up.  It was also his custom to begin 
his class with a song and a prayer, but he did 
not lead them; he called on a young man as soon 
as he walked in the door, so you had to be 
prepared.  I once was called on to lead a song.  
He only asked me once.  But I am straying from 
my purpose.  His book is an easy read and, in its 
own way, is a work of uplifting and 
encouragement.  The book covers from his birth 
to the present where he is still very active at 84.  
Tom Holland is an author (84 books), lecturer, 
and after dinner speaker and does leadership 
workshops, and he is director of Nashville 
School of Preaching and President of Guyana 
Christian University in Lethem, Guyana.  He is 
still very involved in television and radio work.  
Let me encourage you to obtain this book.  You 
will be a better Christian because of it. 

The other book I recommend is My Heart 
Standeth In Awe Of Thy Word:  A Brief Biography 
Of Robert R. Taylor, Jr., authored by his wife, 
Irene C. Taylor.  Brother Taylor is another one of 
my heroes of the faith.  It seems I have heard of 
brother Taylor all my life.  His command of the 
scriptures and his unwavering stand for the 
truth is impressive.  The book, written by his 
loving wife, Irene, is obviously a labor of love.  I 
am impressed by the preface, penned by 
Garland Elkins.  The book is dedicated to 
Robert’s and Irene’s parents.  One picture that 
sticks with me is found on page 34.  Brother 
Taylor as a boy is wearing a pistol in a holster, 
ready to draw.  Brother Taylor today still carries 
a weapon and wields it most ably:  The Sword 
of the Spirit, the Word of God.  Let me 
encourage you to get this book, although it has 
been out since 2007.  It is money and time well 
spent. 

Next week, we will look at the other two 
recommended books. 

—Ron Wallace 




