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From week to week, when we write these articles, we 

sometimes wonder how many will read these lines.  Of recent 

times we have received several nice comments on our bulletin 

concerning the articles written.  We are thankful for every 

comment and pray that this will be always used as a teaching tool 

to spread the Gospel.  It seems that most of the many bulletins we 

receive presently are not really emphasizing the Truth, though we 

are to be reminded that the church of Christ is the “pillar and 

ground of the Truth” (I Tim. 3:14-15). 

We appreciate so much the good brethren who meet at 

Getwell and Dunn.  Their generosity is second to none!  For the 

most part we have faithful members who can be counted on to 

“put their shoulder to the wheel” whenever the need arises.  No 

doubt we do not always say “thank-you” enough to these good 

brethren but hope that our intention to give honor where honor is 

due has not been completely ignored.  You are appreciated for all 

you do, the talent you possess, the financial support you 

generously give, and for your willingness to serve in every 

capacity for which you have the ability and the opportunity.  

Please personally accept our sincere appreciation!  



   Where in the Bible Will I Find . . . 
                             

Gary Colley  

God recognized man as an intelligent being 

and shows this in writing the Bible.  Knowing 

that man has intelligence, His command to us is 

“study and understand” (II Tim. 2:15; Eph. 

5:17).  He wants us to know that the New 

Testament will furnish lost man's needs 

completely (II Tim. 3:16-17).  It is sad indeed 

when men do not study and rightly divide the 

Word of God (II Tim. 2:15).  For this reason, 

some do not understand the different Bible 

periods or dispensations of time and are, 

therefore, confused about what law men are 

under today.  The result of such 

misunderstanding means eternal loss for 

ourselves and others (II Cor. 2:17; 4:2; II Pet. 

3:16).  There were elite people under the Old 

Covenant or Law of Moses, or 10 

commandments.  This Law, however, was never 

intended for any Gentile but was specifically 

given to the Jews (Deut. 5:l-5).  Just as we are 

not commanded to build an ark, as was Noah 

under the Patriarchal Dispensation, neither are 

we commanded under the New Law to keep the 

10 commandments of Moses’ Law (Gal. 5:4).  

 

Faithfulness in the Jewish Age 

Moses, Joshua, Caleb, Gideon, David, and 

Samuel, along with others, stand out in the 

second period of Bible History, called the Jewish 

age.  These who obeyed God under that law 

were the elite group of faithful servants!  What 

examples these heroes of faith were!  They were 

men of strength who stood against all the trials 

and dangers that Satan could place before them. 

And yet, like the popular watch advertisement 

of our day says, “They kept on ticking!”  These  

stood in the minority as stalwart servants and 

an elite group who would not sell their 

convictions for “a mess of pottage,” as did Esau 

in his profane ways (Gen. 25:27-34).  There was 

not enough prestige and money in the Egyptian  

dynasty to keep Moses from “choosing rather to 

suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 

enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 

l1:24-27).  They went through their “cruel 

mockings and scourgings, yea moreover of 

bonds and imprisonment:  They were stoned, 

they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 

slain with the sword; they wandered about in 

sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, 

afflicted, tormented” (Heb. 11:36-37), and yet 

these elite ones would not forsake God!  

The Real Elite People of the World? (II) 



As I stated in my last article, we will 
examine the question “Is casting lots gambling, 
and if it is, does God endorse gambling by using 
the casting of lots?”  Lots were made of a 
sheep’s knucklebones and used very much like 
dice.  In the ancient world these bones (lots) 
were sometimes used in gambling.  The bones 
were different shapes and sizes and how they 
landed determined the results.  On a side note, 
in the old gangster movies sometimes gamblers 
would refer to dice as bones.  In the ancient 
world these bones were used in non-gambling 
games much like dice are used in certain board 
games, i.e., Yahtzee, Parcheesi, Monopoly, etc.  
Since lots were used sometimes in gambling 
games, there is an association with gambling. 

The Israelites did use the casting of lots to 
determine God’s divine will.  In the Old 
Testament lots were used to identify Jonah as 
the person responsible for the storm pounding 
the ship on which he was a passenger.  Lots 
were used to determine Saul as the first king of 
Israel (I Samuel 10).  Lots were used to choose 
soldiers for battle and dividing the land (see 
Numbers and Joshua).  Lots were used to choose 
animals for sacrifice (Leviticus 16:7-10).  In the 
New Testament lots were used to select 
Matthias to take the place of Judas (Acts 1:21-
26).  At the foot of the cross the Roman soldiers 
cast lots for the clothes of our Lord.  Lots were 
also used in I Samuel 14 to ascertain who had 
committed a sin.  In Joshua 7 lots were used to 
identify the possessor of forbidden stolen loot 
that was buried in Achan’s tent.  Lots were used 
to distribute the sons of Aaron to their duties in 
the priesthood.  Lots were used to determine the 
priestly rotation found in I Chronicles 24.  In 
Nehemiah 11 lots were used to determine who 

would have the privilege of living in Jerusalem.  
Obviously, lots were used to determine certain 
decisions, but notice that there was nothing of 
value risked, as in gambling, to be won or lost 
depending or riding on the casting of the lots.  
Proverbs 16:33 gives us an insight into the 
casting of lots where it says, “The lot is cast into 
the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the 
Lord.”  What this means is that every decision 
from this casting is from God.  God used lots to 
providentially reveal His will, very much like 
He used the Urim and Thummim.  There was no 
luck, destiny, or fate involved in the casting of 
lots in the Bible.  God used lots to reveal His 
will.  After Pentecost lots were never used again 
by God to reveal His will. 

The casting of lots in the Bible was not 
gambling.  Therefore, the practice cannot be 
used to justify gambling.  Gambling is based on 
luck and luck is an anti-God philosophy.  It 
attempts to put God and His will on the 
sideline.  It is very similar to the deists’ 
philosophy that at the beginning of time God 
wound up the world like a clock and has no 
participation in our daily lives.  There is no such 
thing as chance in our world.  As the hymn says, 
“This is my Father’s World.”  Let us always 
keep this thought in mind.  Psalm 103:19 
reminds us, “The Lord hath prepared his throne 
in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over 
all.”  God—not luck, chance, or fate—rules this 
world.  Daniel 4:17 reminds us that God rules in 
the kingdom of men.  May we today as God’s 
people heed this very relevant warning. 

Next time we will look at how gambling is 
not consistent with being a good steward. 

 
—Ron Wallace 

Gambling (Part 5) 




