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ON THE HOME FRONT 
 

Gary Colley 
 
We always enjoy having visitors come to Getwell.  We  believe 

that our work continues to be blessed by our Heavenly Father.  
Thanksgiving is something that Christians should never forget to 
offer to such a gracious God.  One way that we show our gratitude 
to God is by faithfully attending the services of the body of Christ.  
We pray that each member will think seriously about their 
faithfulness (Heb. 10:23-25). 

A friend of mine said of me a few years ago, “You come on 
like a Sherman Tank.”  Well, hopefully we will always be humble, 
kind, and understanding of others, but we should also be direct 
and candid about the Truth of God’s Word.  One said he believed 
in “tact,” but he believed more in “contact.”  Perhaps the reason 
some of our young people today are not stronger is that they have 
been fed pabulum from the pulpit and in their classes.  From such 
fables they will not likely “earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints (Jude 3).  All Christians need to 
learn that we are at war with the devil and need to unsheathe the 
sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, and throw away the cover 
(Eph. 6:10-17).  To be “steadfast” and “unmovable” in the work of 
the Lord is the inspired command for every servant in the Lord’s 
army (I Cor. 15:58).  Isaiah had some special instructions for the 
preachers of his day to follow.  He wrote to the prophets of old, 
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew 
my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins 
(Isa. 58:1).  When we are committed to the Lord as we should be, 
we will be unafraid and unyielding when it comes to standing for 
the Truth.  It seems some today had rather be approved by men 
than by God!  Some in the Lord’s day loved the glory of men more 
than the glory of God (Jn. 12:42-43).  Hopefully, we will not be 
among that number. 



Where in the Bible Will I Find . . . 
                             

Gary Colley  

The Church that Jesus Built? 
 

All should be searching intently today for 
the New Testament church, promised by Christ 
and built on Pentecost (Matt. 16:18-19).  Every 
saved person was and is added to this church 
(Acts 2:47).  Though there were already 
religions in the world when Christ came, He 
came to make the world religiously right (Jn. 
10:10).  Christ’s church came into existence 
before either the Catholic or Protestant 
denominations (Acts 2).  He does not approve 
religious division (Jn. 17:20-21; I Cor. 1:10-13).  
We should be satisfied to be members of none 
other except His (Acts 4:12) .  

 
“...Not of This World” 

Christ’s kingdom is not a physically 
warring sect.  But we are to “earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3; I Tim. 6:12).  There are no 
earthly  headquarters for the church that Jesus 
built, and Christ is the only head (Jn. 18:36; Acts 
2:25, 33).  To be sure, the Lord knows His 
church from all others and that His church acts 
in complete harmony with His revealed Word 
in worship and work (Jn. 8:31-32; 10:1-10). Each 
congregation now, as then, must be 
independent and is responsible for taking the 
New Testament as its sole and only authority in 
religion (I Cor. 1:10 ) .  

 
Same Truth 

Though 2,000 years have passed since its 
beginning, we still have the same Truth, the 
same church, because of the same planted 
“seed” of Truth in the hearts of men.  This 
brings forth Christians like those in the first 
century (Lk. 8:11-15). “SEEK AND YE SHALL 
FIND” (Matt. 7:7). 

The Platform for the Church of Christ? 
 
Our country has witnessed many 

presidential campaigns.  The major political 
parties have always previously adopted party 
platforms on which they stand and express 
what they believe.  The candidates run on these 
party platforms to obtain and maintain party 
unity.  

 

Platform of the Church of Christ 
Jesus Christ made and gave, for all time, 

the Christian platform (Matt. 26:28; Jude 3).  He 
commanded that this platform be preached by 
all faithful servants to all nations (II Tim. 2:2; 
Matt. 28:18-20).  All who will stand with Christ 
must stand upon this platform, or covenant 
(agreement), or Gospel (Matt. 7:21).  God laid, 
and Christ is, the foundation upon which all 
right religion must be based (Matt. 15:18-19; 
I Cor. 3:11).  No man can rightfully separate 
Christ from the Christian platform (II Thess. 
1:7-9).  

 

What Are the Planks in the Platform? 
Paul gives the planks in the platform of 

the church of Christ in Ephesians 4:3-6 and 
urged that we strongly endeavor “to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 
4:3).  Sadly, the present religious world is in 
confusion, division, and conflict on every one of 
the seven planks of this platform!  We plead 
with all to reconsider these planks upon which 
the unity and the hope of Heaven is placed:  

1.  One God Unity of Worship. 
2.  One Lord Unity of Authority. 
3.  One Body Unity of Organization. 
4.  One Spirit Unity of Life in Christ. 
5.  One Faith Unity of Teaching. 
6.  One Baptism Unity of Practice. 
7.  One Hope Unity of Purpose. 
Please read again the Lord’s prayer for 

unity (Jn. 17:20-21) and Paul’s inspired 
command (I Cor. 1:10). 



Our country today is on a gambling binge.  
The lottery is the number one American fantasy.  
There is about 500 billion dollars legally 
wagered annually in America.  Estimates say 
there are ten million compulsive gamblers in 
America.  This is more than alcoholics in our 
country.  Gambling has been present in our 
country since its beginning.  The crew on 
Columbus’ ship spent most of their time on the 
voyage to the new world gambling.  In 1612 the 
British ran a lottery to finance the settlement at 
Jamestown. George Washington condemned 
gambling but kept a full diary of his winnings 
and losses.  In 1776 the first Continental 
Congress sold lottery tickets to finance the 
Revolution.  President Washington bought the 
fist lottery ticket used to finance the building of 
Federal City, later Washington, D.C.  From 1790 
to 1860, 24 of the 36 states ran government 
sponsored lotteries.  Schools, colleges, and 
churches ran lotteries to build their buildings. 

Ironically, William Ames, the professor of 
ethics at Harvard College, defended gambling.  
None other than Frances Scott Key, a member of 
the Episcopal Church, was a vocal opponent of 
gambling.  The Episcopal Church declared Key’s 
argument against gambling unnecessary.  
Religion in 19th century America voiced 
opposition against government support of 
gambling.  By 1894, because of the corruption 
brought on by gambling, government sponsored 
gambling came to a halt.  This was aided by 
John Wanamaker, the Postmaster General, who 
was against gambling and barred the mail 
service being used in any fashion by the lottery 
or gambling industry.  Between 1894 and 1964 
there was no government sponsored gambling 
in America.  Now, there are 37 states plus 

Washington, D.C., that have government 
sponsored gambling.  There are over 500 casinos 
in America, mainly on Indian reservations, to 
recompense them for their losses through the 
years.  Five billion dollars is spent on slot 
machines alone in Nevada.  Ten percent of all 
money earned in America is wasted on 
gambling.  The gambling industry today is 
reaching out to gamblers of tomorrow, the 
children, by adding theme parks to their 
casinos.  Ninety percent of today’s teenagers 
have gambled.  College students are eight times 
more likely to develop a gambling addiction 
than their parents.  These young people have 
been adversely influenced by the lotteries and 
casinos in their communities.  People earning 
less than $10,000 buy more lottery tickets than 
any other income group.  Gambling is linked to 
organized crime at every level.  Money gathered 
in illegal gambling is mainly laundered through 
pornography and prostitution.  Heaviest lottery 
spending comes from the poorest ethnic sections 
of the community.  Organized crime is heavily 
involved in the gambling industry, both legal 
and illegal. 

New technology makes gambling more 
accessible by telephone and internet, making it 
easier to use your credit card to gamble and 
thus drown in gambling debt. 

What is the proper definition of gambling?  
If we are to talk about gambling, we need to 
define it.  Gambling is not just a risk, although 
risk is a factor.  I have heard some Christians 
attempt to defend gambling by saying 
everything in life is a gamble. 

At my next writing we will continue to look 
at the sin of gambling. 

—Ron Wallace  

Gambling 




