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ON THE HOME FRONT 
 

Gary Colley 
 
 
A recent letter from Las Vegas, NV, states how much our bulletin 

means to the many who receive it.  The kind letter expressed the help 
received by the writer and also those to whom he passed them.  We 
appreciate all the comments we hear about the bulletin and pray that 
the articles may be of help to all who receive it.  There were several who 
commented kindly about the Getwell bulletin during the recent great 
Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship. 

The Bible warns many times about lying to ourselves.  Of all those 
of whom we might wrongly tell a lie, we do not want it to be ourselves!  
Some of the “Be Not Deceived” thoughts in the Bible are: 

 
Be not deceived; God is not mocked:  for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  And let us not 
be weary in well doing:  for in due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not (Gal. 6:7-9).  
  

Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners 
(I Cor. 15:33).  
 

And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many 
shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time 
draweth near:  go ye not therefore after them (Lk. 21:8).  
 

For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice 
and envy, hateful, and hating one another (Tit. 3:3).  
 

But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived.  But continue thou in the 
things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned them (I Tim. 3:13-14).  



Where in the Bible Will I Find . . . 
                             

Gary Colley 

The apostle John wrote by inspiration, 
“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God.  He that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and 
the Son” (II Jn. 9).  Jesus said, “If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you” (Jn. 15:7).  
Again, “If you keep my commandments, ye shall 
abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments, and abide in his love” (Jn. 15:10).  
We are warned about adding to or taking from 
God’s Word in both the Old and New Testaments 
(Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18-19).  Neither are we allowed to 
practice things for which we have no authority, in 
going beyond what the Scriptures prescribe (I Cor. 
4:6).  “The Bible does not say not to” is subjectivism 
and a poor excuse for breaking the law of God (I Jn. 
3:4).  

We know that God does not approve one 
speaking a different plan of salvation each time he 
speaks.  But neither does God approve 10 different 
preachers speaking 10 different plans of salvation!  
When we differ in religious matters, it is not the 
fault of the Bible.  Divergent teachings cannot both 
be right; perhaps both are wrong.  The Bible is the 
standard of Truth (I Jn. 4:1).  How can anyone think 
and believe that many doctrines are all right, even if 
these ones may be sincere? (See Heb. ll:6; Rom. 
10:17).  

Notice a few examples:  
1. One teaches that babies are born sinners, 

another that they are not born “little sinners” (Ezk. 
18:20; Matt. 18:1-4).  

2. One teaches baptism is sprinkling or 
pouring, another that it must be immersion (Rom. 
6:3-4; Col. 2:12).  

3. One teaches men are saved by faith alone, 
another that we are saved by faith, repentance, 
confession, and baptism (Acts 18:8; 2:38; Rom. 10:9-
10; I Pet. 3:21).  

All of these cannot be according to Truth.  
How do we determine which one is right?  The 
answer we hope is obvious:  Let the Bible be our 
standard.  By this means, and no other, can we 
abide in the doctrine of Christ. 

Differing doctrines, not in harmony with the 
Bible, make different religions and should be 
rejected by all today.  The Truth which Christ 
brought to the world must be our only rule of faith 
and practice, if we want to go to Heaven (Jn. 14:6).  
It is a sad fact that different doctrines divide folks 
into denominationalism.  All religious teachings are 
not right in the eyes of God.  The world was 
religious when Christ came, but His teaching 
constituted the keys to Heaven (Matt. 16:18-19).  We 
should not be satisfied with doctrines not found in 
the Bible, lest our worship to God be in vain (Matt. 
15:9).  All should be satisfied to follow Paul’s 
command:  “Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth (II Tim. 2:15).   
This we will do, when we are all convinced that the 
Bible is verbally inspired, fully given, and the 
complete and powerful Will of God to man!  Paul 
wrote, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction for instruction in righteousness:  That the 
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works” (II Tim. 3:16-17).  We are 
commanded to “prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good” (I Thess. 5:20).  Test the following 
with your Bible:  

1. One teaches that a child of God can fall from 
grace and be lost, while another teaches that he 
cannot fall and be lost (I Cor. 10:12-13; Gal. 5:4; Heb. 
6:4-6).  

2. One teaches that the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, speaking in tongues, and spiritual gifts are 
for us today, while another teaches that miraculous 
measures of the Holy Spirit have ceased (I Cor. 13:8-
10).  

3. One teaches that we must meet and worship 
on Saturday, while another teaches that we must 
meet and worship on Sunday (Lk. 24:1;  Acts 2; Rev. 
1:9-10; Heb. 10:1-10).  

All of the above cannot be Truth!  But by study 
and the exercise of our discernment between good 
and evil, we can determine what is Truth and what 
is error (Heb. 5:12-14).   

That We Must Abide in Christ’s Doctrine? 



Justification is not a neutral term.  It implies 
that something has been done that needs to be 
excused.  Wherever there is justification, there is sin.  
A myriad of common excuses are used for the 
purpose of justifying abortion.  Perhaps the sheer 
number of excuses is an indication of just how 
difficult it is to justify.   

 

IT’S A FETUS -  NOT A BABY   
Calling a baby a fetus is mere semantics.  

Labeling an unborn child by the scientific name is 
purely an effort to depersonalize the baby in order to 
make the process of disposing of the baby less 
emotionally painful.  Any woman who plans to keep 
her child immediately refers to the child as a baby.  
No one asks, “What are you going to call your 
fetus?”  As soon as sperm and egg combine, a new 
human is the result.  Biologically and physically, the 
baby is a completely separate entity from the 
mother.  The baby is only dependent on the mother 
for time and nutrition to survive.  Women do not 
give birth to guppies, cabbages, or blobs of tissue.  
The only reason for calling a baby anything other 
than a baby is to depersonalize it in order to justify 
its disposal. 

 

IT’S MY BODY, I’LL DECIDE 
WHAT TO DO WITH IT  

As soon as a woman becomes pregnant, her 
body becomes two bodies.  At first a young baby 
may not resemble a human, but it is one, and not 
long after conception, it is easy to recognize as 
human.  The developing baby is a different entity 
from the mother and, half the time, is of a different 
sex. An unborn child carries innumerable 
characteristics that distinguish it from its mother.    

The most basic purpose of any society is to 
provide justice and assure order.  Almost every law 
places some kind of control over how we use our 
bodies.  We are not free to strike other people except 
in self defense, drive a car in a reckless manner, or 
steal the property of others.  For the good of society 
as a whole, we are not even allowed to use certain 
addictive drugs or commit suicide.  Justifying the 
disposal of an unborn baby by claiming it is part of 
the woman’s body is biologically illogical and 
culturally inconsistent with other laws which protect 
innocent life. 

 

EVERY CHILD SHOULD BE A WANTED CHILD 
Everyone is “unwanted” by someone at 

sometime, but this is never considered adequate 
justification for murder. Why should it be 
considered valid justification for the disposal of an 
unwanted child?  There is no shortage of dedicated 
couples who would gladly adopt and raise a child 
rather than see it aborted.  Mother Theresa pleaded 
with mothers to send their children to her rather 
than killing them before birth.  This was no idle 
gesture.  Dedicated Christians are willing to raise 
these children regardless of race or other 
circumstances surrounding the child’s conception.  If 
the money our government has put into encouraging 
abortions was used to streamline and encourage 
adoption; there wouldn’t be any unwanted babies. 

 

SOME BABIES ARE 
BETTER OFF NOT BEING BORN 

Does the prospect of poverty or physical 
handicap justify disposing of a child before it is 
born?  If so, why not use the same rationale to 
dispose of a child after it is born?  Countless 
accounts of marvelous accomplishments by 
physically handicapped people attest to the 
remarkable value of every human life.  Helen Keller 
(deaf and blind) and Steven Hawkins (a brilliant 
physicist who can currently control nothing, but eye 
movement) are just two examples that show a 
person’s worth is not dependent upon a perfect 
body.  Even more numerous are people who have 
risen to the height of human accomplishment from 
the depths of human poverty.   

If there is any established fact of human 
existence, it is that material wealth does not assure 
happiness and fulfillment.  Disposing of babies 
based on affordability is the ultimate in selfishness.  
It is also the clearest possible representation of a lack 
of trust in the providence of God!  Women in 
poverty are a social concern, but allowing them to 
destroy their unborn children has obviously not 
removed their poverty.  Furthermore, our society 
has certainly not improved in the 40 years since it 
has become “legal” for mothers to kill their unborn 
children. 

 

                                                      —Bruce Malone 
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